Th(gonfedcratc Guerrilla Warfare
By SIMEON MILLER BRIGHT
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Hardy County in the Civil War

The County of Hardy, located in the Eastern Pa.n.handle of
West Virginia, was formed in 1786 f'rom Hampshire C?unt?.
Possessing an area of 700 square miles and a popula.tlon in
1860 of 9,864, Hardy County was one of the-c?nstantly disputed
sections of western Virginia during the Civil War.l

Through this county flows the South Branch of the Potomac
River with its surrounding magnificent valley. In all West
Virginia, one cannot find a more beautiful or interesting see-
tion than the South Branch Valley. Several miles wide, “the
Valley”, as it is commonly called, contains lands whose fer-
tility lends itself to successful farming. Agriculture and stock
raising have always been the main source of employment in
this area, with corn, wheat, apples, peaches, melons, cattle and
poultry having important interests. Truck-farming has a vital
role, each household possessing its own small garden.

On either side of the Valley are high mountains with rough
terrain and heavy timber. Throughout the area wild-life is
plentiful, and hunting has always been a major diversion and
, $ource of meat supply. In the winter snows are whipped by

winds of gale force, and snowdrifts are usually numerous.

The South Branch River is a clear stream, quite wide, and of
considerable depth in many places. Watering the Valley, the
river abounds in fish and creates many picturesque m
Al times the usually calm waters surge from low banks and
seead over the Valley, enveloping and ravishing the rich

Surrounding lands. The river has
Seid of geology ae 1t B a peculiar feature in the

the river,

ows through the Valley. At one point




them from end to end. T
form of & nasow, trough-Se gy,
appropriately called “the 25078 © 7 -
gorge is several hundred fe ".‘ a:id;h alm
in a narrow channel at the DOUE b .

walls of rock on either side.

In the very center of the South Bmcli ng?; 5 ‘ _
by high mountains, and located on the east S1¢ s e
of the Moorefield River and the South Branch o il
is Moorefield, the county seat of Hardy CQumS."- A qlﬁe‘ m #‘ T
ing center in 1860, the population of the Moorefield area at =
that time was about 1,500.2 At this period there were no

bridges at Moorefield, and the South Branch had to be fordﬁ
some three miles up the Valley, or the ferryboat, which was
usually busy, had to be used. The main towns that communi- e
cated with Moorefield were Petersburg, Romney, and New
Creek, the latter having a stage line between the two points? N

In 1860, the socially dominant element in the Valley was a J
class of small and large slave-owning, grain-producing farmers
whose outlook on life and politics was that of the typical South-
ern planter. The proslavery views of this class were reinforced
by the fact that many of the leading families came from the
Shenandoah Valley, and were “Old Dominion Democrats.” ¢
The geography of the Valley also tended to strengthen pro-
slavery tendencies, since the rich soil lent itself handily to the
establishment of large farms or plantations which depended
on cheap labor for successful operation. In the Valley there
were certain farms, each having thousands of acres and em-

ploying scores of slaves. Slavery was thus not only sodalb' '.
congenial to a large element of the population, but econominﬂy@ :
-~
-

expedient as well.
On the other hand, some of the leading inhabitants ca:

from the western arcas of Maryland and Pennsylvania, ;:_* ‘
# few of the most prosperous families were immigrants from
New Jersey and New England. This ' over
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e Valley in 1860 were s
few, or no slaves. This group was eif
ined an air of indifference toward the s
eldom extended to the holding of

iti inci . In numbers this class exceeded
bolition principles, however : : : .
;reatly the large farm owners. Vigorous a‘nd independent, the
settler of 1860 in the Valley possessed the intrinsie qualities of
individualism as much as any frontiersman Frederick Jackson

Turner ever wrote about.

In 1860, it may be said in conclusion, the agricultural South
Branch Valley was a thriving proslavery section, peopled by a
sturdy race of individualistic qualities. Economie, political,
and social standards mostly favored slavery, but an embryo
abolitionist element was present. Soon the South Branch Val-
ley was to be torn by strife father against son, brother against
brother, in many instances, as the Civil War burst upon the

nation.

The majority of
farmers owning a

slavery or mainta
issue. This indifference S

II
The Early Life of John Hanson McNeill

The name of Captain John Hanson McNeill and the McNeill
Rangers is always a welcome subject for discussion in the
South Branch Valley or its vicinity. When men gather at their
favorite rendezvous, the exploits of John Hanson McNeill in-
: var-iably are told and retold. Women in their kitchens, or at
- social gatherings relate with pride how their father or grand-
father Inght the Civil War as a member of the McNeill Rang-
ers. Children, needless to say, listen with awe to these tales,
more colorful than the contents of books of fiction.

Legend portrays every man of the MeNeill

3 Rangers as a hero.
Undoubtedly these Confederate guerrillas frequently struck
terror into :uﬂo hearts of Federal commanders by their
Visitationgs, often made in the deep of t.
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‘ eanltﬁﬁﬁ:‘ their devotjon to their political and. social ph logoe S
~ phy, they fought for the Confederate cause to the last. T
y -« leader of this daring company of fighters was a brave,
‘ mﬁﬁﬁc{ Qlfinﬂ;j:earted © in his late forties When NSNS
assumed command. His education consisted of the hmited |
schooling given to the average Valley youngster. John Hansan
McNeill was born June 12, 1815, a short dl-stan.-ce.ﬁ.'m:a the
present day Moorefield, Hardy County, West Virginia.
Undoubtedly, John Hanson McNeill’s father never thought
his son would achieve such fame and distinction as that which
the Civil War was to cast upon him and his McNeill Rangers.

The father, John McNeill, had emigrated from Scotland to
America in 1722, and married one Elizabeth McNealus. From
this union three sons were born, David, John, and William.
David and John settled in that part of Frederick County, Vir-
ginia, which later became Hardy County, West Virginia.®

David McNeill, the eldest of the three sons, had at least two
children, Strother and Daniel, Junior. The latter was an am-
bitious, energetic individual and at his death had attained a
large estate in western Virginia, possessing many slaves and
thousands of acres of fertile soil.” Strother McNeill was born
June 22, 1773. He was twice married, the first union with Mary
Ann Renick producing five children. His second marriage was
to Amy Pugh, and from this union six children resulted. These
six children were John Hanson, Hannibal, Kitty, Margaret
Ann, Adaline and George. With the exception of John Hanson
and George, none of the children lived past the age of fifteen.
Strother lived the life of a moderately well-to-do farmer, pos-
sessing some of the rich South Branch Valley land and a few.
slaves. In the latter part of 1819, Strother McNeill died® ©

John Hanson McNeill, mild-tempered and industrious, grew
up in the proslavery Valley and early became interested in
cattle ralsing. Possessing a few slaves and a small farm, John
Hanson succeeded in his chosen field from the start. Shorthorn
eattle were his pride and joy, but he continually longed for

more and cheaper land® .

E pemeategren) 4 30% J. D. Chipley,) Mooreftld, West Vigginia. P
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unchhhom-nnd aising a
In 1848, the desire for morehl:nd emnd
his wife, four children, and a .ga family of
Missouri. Here they settled

l.lnt . s -.‘,'
of Colu:(x::l’:ia. ﬁving in an old brick house known
Place.? Before long John Hanson McNeill, thr

work and good fortune, had achieved a ‘?rominenta
the agricultural life of Boone County. “Here he be
of the best farmers of the county, a breeder and succ
nibitor of Shorthorn cattle, winning many premiums
old Boone County Fair every year. He replenished his

e te)

with the finest stock that he could find in Kentucky and Ohio,

and continued to win blue ribbons and silver cups in the vari-
ous county and state fairs.” 13 e

However, by the year 1855, for reasons not known to poster-
ity, this prosperous farmer moved his family to Daviess County,
Missouri, where he bought a 300-acre farm and continued to be
a practical farmér and exhibitor of Shorthorn cattle.

I
Fighting the Civil War in Missouri i

. J
in April, 1861, with the firing on Fort Sumter, the War be-
iwees the States eruptedeand spread with great rapidity.




. Confederate cause. Then, too, the offer 0

and be an officer in the potentially successful army o

: is
nation must have also influenced his dec

r reasons, John Hanson £ i e
:::gm,h othe ot He wAb destined to become one of its fore-

most guerrilla leaders.'®

With Price's army, Captain MecNeill fou.gh.t.at the“bailtest ;::
Carthage, Wilson’s Creek, and then at Lexington. ied
latter battle, Captain McNeill was padly wounded and carrl (
off the field in the same carriage that conveyed Colonel Nulli-
gan, the Federal commander, who had surrendered to General
Price. This battle was a costly one for the Captain in another
way. His second son, George, was shot and killed and left
on the battlefield. Today a small headstone marks his grass-
covered grave. Following this battle the oldest son, William,
returned home to his family to aid in the menial chores of the
farm. Jesse McNeill and his wounded father started south with
Price’s army, but had to fall behind and stop at Noocho for the
wounds to heal. Recuperation and a furlough followed for the
two McNeills. They spent some time with relatives near Arrow
Rock in Saline County. Then they went tq, Boone County,
Missouri to visit old friends. Now the entire family was re-
united, including John Hanson McNeill's personal servant,
“Uncle Sam." '™ Sam was a faithful old slave who insisted on
sccompanying his master to the army, though he had two wives
at home. “Uncle Sam" would constantly say that hes“could
et another wife but might never get another good master.” 1®
L >

Soon Jesse and his father were expecting to rejoin Price's
army in southern Missouri. However, while visiting Mrs.
MeNelll's brother, David B. Cunningham, in the lower part of
Boone County, they were surprised one morning about day-
wreak 1o find the house surrounded and teeming with Federal

x;: large squad of General Merrill's Horse Guardshad
. mupm the area. The Confederate Captain and his son,

© caplured without a struggle, sent to Columbia,
and imprisoned in the old university, then being used

L2k
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Fortunately for them some of their ol
I strong Union men, Col. Wm. F. svvi_tzler

that they could visit friends in town, bt::l :::ﬁﬁoi-
They observed their parole with scrup bug pR
were soon extended to ten miles in the .eo.u_-.'at;';r f
occasion Jesse was allowed to go back down to the
the county to visit his aunt and Uncle David C nningha
his return traded General Merrill a mule f"?,ﬂi‘e horse th; i
been taken with him when first captured; and he became quﬁ&qg A3
friend of the Federal officer.21 P

An amusing incident transpired when a group of Comed__ '
ladies obtained consent from General Merrill to make n
McNeill a new suit of clothes. Soon the Captain was travers .
the streets of Columbia in a handsome new

town. So great was the confidence reposed in the
Colonel Switzler told General Merrill: “Let him go z
in the county and I guarantee he will return when he prom: .
t0 do s0.”"®2 Captain John Hanson MecNeill never broke the
trust of these officers. In fact, as Jesse declared after the war,

their imprisonment “was more like an extended visit among 3
friends than an enforced ccmﬁnen}ent.”"3 -

——

After some two months of this tranquil life, the order came
for them to be transferred to the ‘Federal prison in St. Louis.
Upon their arrival there, they :

were confined in an old slave
market, enmonly known as “Lynehs’ Nigger Yard.” bt

Having no friends to aid thema,«the McN.eilh found condi-

tions hard from the, beginning, and commodationg very poor,
Jesse, of hot temper and astute u:fld scap

. 80Bn made h.ism “

and wen! directly 10 his old homet in Vv a. The Cantain =
i leave Missouri, soon afterwards esca nd. e

his to friends in Ohio He Ty

stayed there-onl n
ammmhnmy g ot;.okly
_— County, '-lbn' h Virginia » b




ﬂi:fﬁmu and cntctl‘;p gL
life of the military v g
gm of a beloved stmi al:fesif*l?ﬂ’c’#
other in a Federal for :
m;::n. t;ey had made their escapé ﬂ‘m Pw
ences now awaited them that were even more

and hazardous.

v . LateHITER
McNeills Rangers g
The McNeills, father and son, spent almost a month i in Hardy
County living with relatives before they once again took up
the cause of the Confederacy. Then the elder McNeill or-
¢ammd a company of cavalry to which he gave the desig-
Neill Rangers.” 26 He took the rank of captain for
towed a lieutenancy rating on Jesse. ‘

pestion of the legal status of tht—? McNeill Partisan
Rangers has often been discussed. Many Union generals con-
sidered McNeill and his men “bushwhackers”, and not en-
titled to protection when cdptured, as was the case with other
prisoners of war. They were clearly in error, because the Me-
Neill Rangers were organized by John Hanson McNeill under
the authority of an act passed by the Confederate Congress
#t Richmond. This act allowed companies to be organized as
Partisan Rangers which were to cooperate with the armies
of the Confederacy, but wotlld be independent in command.

Few Partisan groups in !lth:er army rendered more effective
service than the some 210 men on McNeill's roster.® Of this
entire complement not more than two-thirds were ever

at any one flme. Authorities on the




the ravines of the ridges and gorges
mostly used, although at times the banks o
River afforded some comfort. Fires w
not to reveal their positions. Rain aﬁﬁ _
respite. Their arms were always at thei
for action.

Each man furnished his own outfit and arms.
were captured from the enemy, and many of the
throughout their service wore blue Union trousers, of ne
The question of obtaining food was always present, and
man had to secure ?l;nost everything for himself. “M
Little was the self-styled commissary, but the sup
entire company were contained in his two sad
usually these were almost empty.?® A daylight raid t
enemy as they were preparing a meal was just about the only
way for the Rangers to secure a full square meal, and, as many
Federal Commanders were to discover, this happened too often.
“Old Rangers told many tales on the tastiness of Yankee hard
tack, corned beef, pickled pork, and even coffee with the luxury
of sugar in it." ® _

It must not be assumed that all the McNeill Rangers fought
solely or mainly out of loyalty to the Confederate cause. It is
true that most of them were attracted to the principles of the
Confederacy, and to the way of life in the slaveholding South,
and that many felt a personal devotion to Captain McNeill.
But love for adventure and loot, and the desire for a good fight
lured many Valley hen into the ranks of the McNeill Rangers.® &

It might be said in passing, that the opportunity to "
fredy any amount of hard mountain liquor they could
*itracied some men fo the Partisan Rangers. Captain N

himself indulged in*this mode of enjoyment.




M s el |
‘*l!‘ ) eral ey
s most mmom mﬁm M
ﬂd of llm insight, always cool and m
- difficult the situation, he was esteemed by t
courage, and he was doubtless the best belovo& |
member of the Rangers after Captain McNeill hi
who after the war became Judge R. C. Davis, was kno
for his intelligence and many estimable qualities. -Jam »
Was a military mathematician who never missed a calc
or made a blunder. His bravery was unquestiened, and his -‘ |
.. planning of strategy beyond reproach. The capture of General
q Crook and General Kelley, the fruit of his planning, attested to f'
| his military talents. The trusty scouts of Captain McNeill were
invaluable to the campaigns of the band. Most frequently used
for this purpose were David H. Parsons, Bill Maloney, and
Robert Lobb®

Hardy County was to be the main base of operations for the
as well as the adjacent Hampshire County and

nearby Mafyland. Throughout the brief history of the Me-
Neill Rangers, three main objectives were pursued: (1) to
create general havoc among the Federal troop# in the area;
(2) disrupt traffic and communications on the Baltimore and
Ohdo Rallroad, and (3) be a main source of supply in the
foraging of beef cattle for the Confederate armies in the Shen-

andoah Valley R

The McNeill Rangers achieved these objectives and gave aid
1o other Confederate forces in scouting duty. The Baltimore
snd Obio Rallroad was constantly under attack and in need
of repalr Damages of many hundreds of thousands of dollars
seouryed on the main line of the Baltimore Ohh.ﬂ-h.
wntold soores of beef cattle found their l? -;
“'lhwlh"ﬂldlhw l




1es wit Union enemy.
minor affairs of a hit-and-run
ties on either side. This state of
seem, until January, 1863, when the
itself felt as a more effective Instrur
blue-clad troops of the North. One of tk
was the total destruction of a ha -wa
field Junction, Hampshire County. ‘I‘he v
to Romney and guarded by some twenty-
The guards were dispersed, drivers and he
wagons burned. 3 ;

We have no recorl of any important Ranger action in 18¢
but 1863 was only two days in history when Bri a1
W. E. Jones of the Confederate Army came out of the Sk
doah Valley and raided Moorefield and Petersburg, the !
a small town in Hardy County at that time. The MeNeil
Rangers scouted for his advance and withdrawal and per-
formed invgluable services. Of the ninety-nine men captured
by the entire raiding force, thirty-three wereycredited to Mec-
Neill's Rangers, along with forty-six horses, five wagons, and
the killing of one Federal soldier.® Brigadier General Jone:
in his official report highly complimented Ne¢Neill for his*
tions. This initial success also elicited fervent praise from (
eral Robert'E. Lee, and on January 20, in a communicatjon t¢
Colonel J. D. Imboden, he wrote: “The success of Captain Me-
F + Neill is very gratifying, and, I hope may be often repeated.”

On the morning of Fvbruary 18, 1863, the McNeill m
.,' “’l’ Wred on the Nn"hWMlm Tumplke. five . “ <d

b m‘m")‘ With only twenty-three men under Arms, ,

. & supply trgin guarded by one hundred fifty inf ntry

L ““"“T-Mﬂw‘vlvndonlntonmd nfusion with
fhetr weird rebel yell, and captured twen

L‘ pisoners, and one hundred six horses,
4 f‘Pﬁ‘ |

"




McNeill t the :
forming m for a raid to domoihhm 4
Railroad bridge at Cheat River. On April G,,_ in an
mt with the Ringgold Cavalry at Burﬂ:nm p-
| shire County, the Rangers captured twelve men, five wagons,
N and twenty-five horses. ¥

By April 20, the above mentioned plan for a raid on th *.
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad bridge at the Cheat River cross-
ing had developed and enlarged into proportiofds to such an
extent that General William E. Jones led an expedition of some
2500 Confederates from the Shenandoah Valley into the South
Branch Valley. Now, not only was the railroad bridge the ob-
Jective, but a general raid into all of northwestern Virginia
was plated. The Official Records of the Rebellion show
that in McNeill was mainly responsible for this raid.
As early as March 6, Captain McNeill had requested men to
sccomplish this very mission, except on a small scale®

About a hundred men of Captain McNeill's company were
greatly subordinated in Jones' raid, and even though the ex-
pedition was a success, the Cheat River bridge was not de-
 #troyed. Furthermore, the McNeill Rangers were not even

 given the chance at the attempt. They were sent under com-
mand of Colonel Harman and his foreds to capture Oakland,
Maryland. on the mainline of the Baltimore and Ohio
Under Colonel Hmthomnpnpuformldﬂ&_ﬂ.ﬂ
captured their objective and fifty-seven men® 3

e Rangr arned 10 Hirdy Cousty Soliee SR
:Eo..."“-“-“""'
u .
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 again retreated into the security of the m

The exact location of the McNeill
ing the battle of Gettysburg is not Pt -
the services of forages for General Lee's 1
30, they secured 740 heads of sheep, It
doah Valley.® Some time was spent thers b

to the South Branch Valley area. L

Upon their return to Hardy County, the Baltimore
Railroad once more felt the wrath of the Rangers
Lee. desiring a raid to interrupt traffic on the
Obido Line, directed Captain McNeill to take ap
wres @ On August 2, between New Creek, F i
and Cumberland, Maryland, the desired results ¢
with the destruction of three railroad culverts® T
e interruption of all traffic on, the Baltimore and O io for
wversl days Early September found a Federal force of :
men moving upon Moorefleld, from Peters The Rangers
had eighty men under arms at the time with Captains Imboder
and Hobeon, and thelr men, of General J. D, Imboden’s com
mand, in Moorefleld. The three captains decided to surprise
and ambush the Federal force under the command of Mals
Sephets. & Federal officer of undisputed bravery, The P
Va4 mple camp for the night enrogte to nom‘ﬂ and ¢
peved o be s fatal mistake The Rangers, Wﬂ- :
Comtevias 3. {tves gyer farniliar terrain, M'm ehind
u.p..um ! the Vedersis Al i break of dawn on T
i ‘M “t."ic,lrg fav wite time for & SUrPeise o

uom'.




rty-thr m twonty-nlm m
m of ammunition, and the cooking ut
s, etc., of the whole force$ This brilliant I.
m General Lee to heap high praise on the Mel

the latter part of September, high Confederate officers
made an effort to enlist Captain McNeill and his Rangers into
the regular Confederate army % This did not meet with their
approval although much pressure was exerted. The desire
to go when and where they pleased and to be independent in

| phases of war were probably the reasons for their rejection
A army service,

On November 16, 1863, the McNeill Rangers attacked a sup-
train of some eighty wagons near Burlington. The train
. hauling supplies to General Averell at Petersburg. A
frontal attack was the mode of assault, and twenty-five
two hundred forty-five good horses were captured.
Most of the wagons were set on fire, but a Federal cavalry force
of over six hyndred forced the attackers to leave the scene .
tely. As General Imboden in his official report states,
MeNell took to the mountains, and by a wonderful
(for rapldity) escaped, though pursued by jover six
Bundred men " ¥ The casualties of the Rangers numbered one
Rilled and five wounded, whereas, the Federal forces sustained

two killed and nine wounded. Oneotthel"odtnldudb-
cluded an officer. hﬂ
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Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from the ¢

Rangers. All these actions aided the Gauw
as General Lee confirmed on numerous oc

On January 1, 1864, Major General Fitz L
raid into the South Branch Valley. The
Rangers once again made themselves av
dutv. The Rangers secured many supplies
more's command, capturing some 3,000 poun:
ing much forage, and capturing several prisone:

With the coming of dawn, January 3, 1864,
Rangers captured a wagon train near Williams
County.¥® Two days later, they moved in
Romney, holding it for three days.?® On this o
Robert E. Lee again Had high praise for the gers.
find. I think, Captain McNeill bold and intelligent, an __
in the cavalry.” 3 ' 1 N 4
#\nother forage raid of greater proportion than that made
ecarlier in January by General Fitz Lee was planned by Major
General Early in mid-January and carried out, starting on
January 28. On reaching the South Branch Valley, General
Early found the McNeil Rangers ready to be of aid in anyway .
possible. They performed scouting duty in their usual ef-
fective manner, and of the 1,200ehead of cattle captured, the
MeXNeill Rangers were credited with over 30032 Once more the
Hangers of the South PBranch VaMey contributed, appreciably
to the feelling of the armies of the Confederacy. They retreated
nte the 'Shengndogh Valley with Early's forces and remained
here until March 19. On this gite, with over 500 men, many
o whom were ghing td other commands in the West, Captain

MeNeil! and his ‘men “left Staunton, Virginia for the South |
Braghr Valioy ® ’ e * N

_ N '
The retyrn o Hardy County was without incident, although
Veodetal Lronagee Uroughout the ares were alerted to intes
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them to the proper authorities, steadfastly refuse
This act greatly displeased General Imboden, and he
Captain McNeill tried before a general court-martial. ( =
MeNeill's candor and somewhat tactless tendencies almost cost
the Rangers his services. But his notable war record made his
acquittal a certainty. The trial, nevertheless, was a source of
great embarrassment to him. The proceedings were held on
April 12, and April 15, 1864, at Harrisonburg, Virginia. On both
dates the court of General Imboden rendered the same verdict,
“Not Guilty”, and, “Captain John H. McNeill being honorably
scquitted will resume his sword.” 5 This decision closed the
w W.in McNeill returned to his mountains, ready to
' the Federal forces even harder blows.

The Captain was not in Hardy County more than two weeks
before he Jed a successful attack upon the Baltimore and OHio
| at Piedmont, Hampshire County, now in Mineral
. This raid, one of the captain’s most effective sallies,
gnoe again inspired feelings of acute chargin in Feqeral com-
in the area. 3

t was a small togn at the foot of the Allegheny
' on the Maryland border through which ran the main
Boe of the Baltimore and Qhio Railrodd. The machine shops
of the railroad, besides vast stores of railroad supplies, were
Joested there Through this narrow valley the Nosth Branch
of the Potomac River flows. 4t the time in uestion, Piedmont l

K >
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. \te mo Respo
ccompany the Rang
The high-spirited cavalry soon reac
by cutting through Knobly Mountain at L
ceeding by a path to the summit of the
Elk Garden road to the foot of the mo
section of the Piedmont-Bloomington ro
conference, and by this time it was daybreak
Captain McNeill then ordered the telegrap
halted the first eastbound train that came by.
locomotive, McNeill sent it on to Piedmont witl
George Dolan and two other Rangers with a f
orders were to demand the immediate surre
and equipment there. The remainder of the
the locomotive at a distance, feeling out the
cautious manner.® Once in Piedmont few shot:
and the garrison quickly surrendered. Then the ¥
struction began. In less than thirty minutes the
and machine shops were blazing with tongues of flar
ihto the air.® . o
Before the Piedmont telegraph wires could be cut, an alarm
had been sent to New Creek, five miles to the east, where
General Kelley had a large force at his command. Imme 1
he dispatched seventy-five men under Lieutenant C‘.harl:m
ley with one cannon, and they arrived in the Piedmont area
before the Rangers evacuated their posts.® The ¥Federals
opened fire with their cannon from the high bluff on the Mary-
ignd side of the North Branch and soon forced the Rangen to
fetrest. MeNiell's men quickly reached Bloomington and with

enly s few minutes delay once again took to the mountains
sl were soon out of glhn range

‘fh-ur unfortunste episode m‘t'urrm‘ when Federal cannoners
bt & heowsoe and Killed & young woman and one of two children®

ol : Leln Poasces = - - .
”-3-:’“‘_‘ Ht: g Maleied Teain Soutters Bieess,
R _ k...:‘ Liuh&ﬂ“ﬂ"




& large number of horses consigned to the Federal cc
~ at New Creek. The Partisans relieved him of the s
went on their way.% R

Two other incidents of the raid, of prime importance, should
be mentioned. The first concerns the attempt to destroy Bloom-
ington Bridge. The only western approach to this bridge was I
over Allegheny Front Mountain by way of the Pine Swamp
Road. In the hope of cutting off vital supplies which traversed
this route, a wrecking crew was set to work in an attempt to
destroy the bridge. However, General Kelley’s New Creek
reinforcements arrived in time to prevent any great damage.s®

The second incident was the capture of a train bound for
Piedmont from the west and loaded with troops. Had this train
been permitted to pass through Bloomington, McNeill and his
Hangers undoubtedly would have been taken prisoners. The
recently recruited Captain John T. Peerce was given ten men
by Captain McNeill, when Bloomington was first entered, and
instructed to delay or capture any train that approached.
the Southern Bivouac Captain Peerce describes his capture of
the train.

,"" We stopped two freight trains and gaye the citizens permission to

Beilp themselves with which they were ly pleased. I sent Mose
E Everett. the conductor of one of these trains, up the road under
“h@l!!&mvrtnineut.whlchwouldhadmh
half a5 hour About this time 1 was kindly informed by one of the
Hiserme 1hat the next train would be loaded with soldiers. . . .

tmmm._.mdmmmmummmu
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A-muxaaumedtmym'
ordered them to fall into line as they
sent a messenger to Captain Mnm

hundred prisoners and nobody to g

I marched the prisoners, under gu:
Virginia side of the river, leaving th
to destroy the arms and bring nwaf
keep. There were found on the cars eig
which were finely finished £d all fullyﬂud >

With the arrival of the Federal forces
the return of Captain McNeill and the Rangers, Capta
ordered the trains burned and the prisoners paroled.

The President of the Baltimc#e an’ Ohio F
Garrett, reported to Secretary of'War, E. W. Star
extensive machine and carpenter shops of Piedm

ed. The engine and cars of the east-bound ma

tonnage trains have also been destroyed. Five : 2N
gines damaged. . . . The heat of.the fire at the wreck of t
trains at Bloommgton had been too intense to permit m
work, but during the night we expect to have the mhre
again clear and train running regularly.”ss

Captain McNeill's official report to Jamea A. Se;ix;“l '
e 4'1

federate Secretary of War, on the capture of Piedm
burning of the railroad equipmettt folows:

We burned some seven large buildings nn.d W‘Ilh th Y ' ’ J
Machinery, engines, and rallroad cars; 'M
» e seventy-five or @ighty Wﬂ‘ two tnl- i
of pleam toward New Creek. &Mhm
““""'“MWmm|um el
whe

W rest on his laurels, dl
3-""""""-: 10. and captured the town withor
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them, and captured sixty prisoners.® | -
The blows of the McNeill Partisan Rangers grew he
the Civil War progressed. Brigadier General Kelley,
commander in the area, was especially irritated at the
of their raids and the havoc created by each one. On Ma
1864, in a special communique to Colonel Higgins at Greer
Spring, General Kelley ordered: “As soon as practicable send
Captain Hart with 125 or 150 men on a scout up the east side
of the river, to Moorefield and vicinity, after McNeill.” With
but 150 men the shortsighted General Kelly thought that he
could capture or kill his elusive enemy. General Kelley con-
tinued: “It is not necessary for me to give Captain Hart any
minute instructions. He is well acquainted in that vicinity. I
will simply say I want McNeill killed, captured, or driven out

of this valley."® - b
Within a few days, Captain+Hart with a detachment of Ring-

gold Cavalry was on McNeill's trail, in conformity with General

Kelley's orders. He found Ms quarry and after a severe skir-

mish the Rangers retreated into one of their many mounsi

retreats withoyt any casualties. The Ringgold Cavalry suffered

four men killed and six wounded.™ General Kelley had been
sebuffed once again. - ) _
. On the morning of June 19, the Rangers under ¢opmand of

L: t Dolan attacked a supply wagon train near Peters-
burg six men and wounded several more in the initial =~
tharge They captured the train, but Lieutenant Dolan failedt ™
to jake the proper precautions for a counterattack, and the
Federals rallied and recaptured the train. During this counter- .
aftark. Liewtenant Dolan was killed and the Rangers dispers
Even s, one wagog was burned completely and several




at their capture. Such
Kelley to state: “Irearitwmm

affair,"™
On July 3, 1864, General Imb de:
execute a strategic move to deeeive

so that he could strike elsewhere. Captain
600 men under his command and made a Ir
Romney Pike.” The next week the Rangers s
like moves, striking the Baltimore and Ohia T
point, and then another, each tn'ne tearing up tr
ing small bridges. ,

Soon after July 26, the Partisan Rangers move Jut f t
camp near Moorefield and startedgn a foraging rai
eral Kelley once again displayed great trepidati¢
crossed the river below Old Town and robbeﬂ
stores at th’t place last night. . . . You must keep vourself fully
posted in regard to McNeill's movements or your command
will be all gobbled up 8$me of these fine mornings. Ifycu a
not sent scouts out send them at once.”™™ *

By August 3, some 130 headbf beef cattle had bed

fated by the Rangers.in the wicinity of Burlington.®

this date, also, three Bdtimore and Oho railroad culverts 'II‘

‘ destroyed near New Creek™ Then the trek towards Moore-
feld and & hiding place for cattle was the objective. “ |

r’

5 accomplished withoyt

A m.b ram M’ under the .~ i
.2”““1":‘““5!0“:15“‘ : |
: "'“ McNeill Rangers took

i _ '_ ¥ were ever defested po the field of




| mnbyAvm’suvalrymaMed%ﬂlhta n,
~ that cost the Confederates over 420 casualties and prisoner
‘5 mmhadbeenncﬁngasmoutswhmtheeemmmﬂ
overtaken and although suffering no casualties themse
as much aid as possible. The escape for the remnants of Ger eral
MeCausland's command into the mountains was led and abetted
On August 28, the Rangers with almost 300 men under arms
left Moorefield and headed towards Romney.”® The town was
captured late that night. Local forays were than carried out

and such points as Green Spring and Springfield were subject
once more to the excursions of the Rangers. They were able

.
NI

L ] Death of aPartisan Leader

The intrepid Captain John Hanson McNeill was not destin'e%
to lead his beloved Rangers much longer. A raid on a Federal
company guarding the bridge near Mt. Jackson, Virginia, on
Oetober 3, 1864, was his last. 'In this fray he was mortally
wounded. He lingered on, suffering severe pain, until Novem-
ber 107 Ironically enough, John Hanson McNeill died in the
same manner as his hero, “Stonewall” Jackson: he was shot

¢

sccidentally b}mofh'wnmen.” 8 '

In September, 1864, General Early was in the Shenandoah
Valley and in dire need of food for his troops. Captain McNei
umdmhmdmdun'townahu’dd

Hangers had Mbunlhrmwintoﬂa!lb
ot ahll,hlldhduﬂ&‘
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By October 2, with a force

were near Mt. Jackson, Virginia

At this time the Federal army
ginia, some twenty-seven miles d
carrying supplies to them had to pass over
Mt. Jackson, that spanned the Shenandoah K
tection of this force, some one hundred men
the bridge. ™ ‘-. !

Learning from his scouts the situation, Cag
waited for the break of day, his favorite time of
pounced upon the unwary Federals. At the hea
sans, a full length in front, Captain McNeill
enemy’s midst, emitting the rebel yell with'his ful
of the Federal soldiers rushed from their tents to the C
guns, while others fled. Confusion reigned with the R. n|
Raving their usual success. The Federals were fighting in
semi-darkness, as well as a surprised group could, but to little
avail. All at once a familiar cry was heard; Captain MeNeill
fell from his horse, baglly wounded. Lieutenant Jesse McNei

was called to his side and told to “take co?mand lnd sk
yourself a man,"® . 53

The hardy Captain McNeill, ever mindful of ﬂn“ﬂﬁl; |
his men, ordered: “Leave me here, I am too badly ‘wounded

In the meanwhile the task o hlnd’lw.- -
prisoners were captred and fhany oot Leag




We saw at a glance he was severely wounded, as they filed into
the yard, and lifted him from his faithful old horse and laid him
on the grass. His noble form, writhing in agony, reminded one
more of a wounded lion. The fire still flashed from his clear, blue
eyes. . . . As his men bent over him with tears of sympathy, he
looked into their faces and said: ‘Goodbye, my boys, leave me to
my fate, I can do no more for my country.’ One of his men knelt
lﬂd m up a short prayer, commending their gallant leader to

reiful God. As he arose and left with the men, the Captain’s
ywed them as long as they were in sight. Then for the
3¢ exclaimed: ‘Oh, I am in such agony; do something for

1 can!’8s

Weller imm!diately made a pot of coffee and Captain
#l drank it quickly. This did but little to soothe the

She then got out a fmall medicine kit that had been
left with the Wellers by the Union forces in case any of their
men should be wounded nearby. Some morphine was found
and administered to Captain McNeill by th I‘E trembling Mrs.
Weller. Following this, Mr. Weller angl a servant lifted the
wmiconscious Captain onto a blanket and carried him into the
house and upstairs. An examination of the wound revgaled
that the ball had gone through his body from the shoulder
downward and was nppm:ntly lodged at the Pase of the spine.

The fear of falling into Yankee hands troubled the Captain
Confederate-held

smmensely, for he greatly deésired to be in
m-:u»umq!hhd-th. WithShurldm’nm

sunteol of the area, the {




| mmnnmmorw
of the bridge guard, had to lea
arriving at the Weller home. W

Tabb ® While Jesse rem
Ramsy Koontz of the Sevent!
of the Rangers and guided them ck
tain Koontz lived near Mt. Jackson a
Neill's official guide on the raid. The capti
oners were sworn and paroled as soon as the
reached.’® !

When Lieutenant Jesse McNeill thought 1t
father, with two companions he started for his
at Howard's Lick in Hardy County, some fifty mile
Hefore daybreak the next day, Mrs. McNeill and
the Fangers arrived at the bedside of the Captain a ra
ing the hazardous mountain trails. Mrs. McNeill ha ridden
the entire distance behind her son without the benefit of a
saddle. A devout Christian, she prayed for Captain McNeill

|
|
and did all that was possible to make him comfortable and to |
prolong his life.% ’

+
iy

Mrs. Weller lends the final note on the Captain's revelation
1o the Federals.

It was three days before the Yankees returned bringing with
e & man who had deserted from Captain McNeill's company. o5
The leader sald, as | unlocked the door: ‘Madame, I have brought
¢ man this time who will know if this is Captain McNeill" I saw
' & glance that the man was Simon Miller, an old friend et-hl
He recognised me and took In the situation, not telling them t
Me knew me I followed them in the room, and as ¢
S -y wnmtmmmmmhm v
wf and we saw pothing more of them for 8 week.

D e day ihat Bheridan felh back, after burning everyt)
H‘_':I*-M'mmm”wh‘Q
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At last the dreaded guerrilla McNeill was in Federal h
However, he was too sick to be moved then, so the Feder
announced that they would send a guard and ambulance
him in several days. That very night a small group of Cc

erate soldiers made their way into the area, placed Captain
MeNeill into a carriage, and moved beyond the Federal lines
and into Harrisonburg. In this manner the Partisan leader’s
last wish was fulfilled. The carriage had been obtained through
the efforts of General Early who had visited Captain McNeill

one day when the tide of battle put the Weller home in Con-
sderate terri . General Early then promised McNeill to

take him south, if the tide of battle turned once again, and he

ﬁaptain and his friends were quartered in Hill’s Hotel
while In Harrisonburg. For two more weeks, he lingered near
death until November 10, 1864, when he died, in the arms of
fis wife and surrounded by devoted friends. Almost immedi-
stely he was buried in the Harrisonburg cemetery with Ma-
sonie honors. Some two months later his body was removed to

Moorefield and reburied in Cemetery Hill®

While Captain McNeill was lying mortally wounded in the
Weller home, the celebrated General Sheridan happened to
hold & comversation with him. Retreating before General Early,
Sheridan had made his headquarters for that night at the
Weller hosse. The Federal general, to whom the identity of the

-umnm-mnmmmmmmmus

Captiatn i the most amiable manner. Previously, Sheridan
called MeNeill and his Partisan Rangers, “the most daring
Gengerons of sll bushwhackers™ .

was aver for Captain Joha




attack by the guerrilla | _
It is estimated that from first to last

verted by the Federal commanders 10 g
2 Railro ainst the McNeill

d Ohio Railroad ag _ eill
:hne captures made under the leade-_rs_hi—pf

son McNeill averaged forty prisoners 1
Ranger roster, besides the many horses,
wagon trains seized. To this must be aﬁf. d t

under his command never failed to c

tive they started for, or lost a battle.95

VII .-
Captain Jesse Takes u 10 ::a,]-’}gz

What of the McNeill Rangers after the death of tl
and leader? With the war going against the Confeders
of America, would the company disintegrate and go i1
ion? The record of history shows that on the contrary
Neill Partisan Rangers rose to their greatest heights after
passing of their leader. [They attained this zenith under th
leadership of Jesse Cunningh'afn McNeill, not yet twenty-three
vears of age. Lieutenant Jesse carried on in the fine tradition

of his father.

The last six months of the momentous struggle found the
McNeill Rangers under a man who was little more than a
youth, and had had no preparation for leadership. The Rangers
immediately proclaimed Lieutenant Jesse McNeill their new
leader, although with some apprehension. Jesse McNeill was
& chip off the old block, much like his father in his earlier days.

An excellent shot with both pistol and rifle, a good rider who
#lways was on his father’s heels in previous engagements, and
A good Dghter, was Jesse. His 165-pound frame constantly
yesrned for a good fight™ The youngster never forgot one J
thing his father told him, and he constantly retold it to the g
Rangers. This was the well-hown thesis that in leading a :
radd, one should always look well for a getting-out-place before
Png in. This principle the Rangers scrupulously followed.
8
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Captain gave hix son “hell that day but the you
to reflect in later yoars that the final lecture W |
fuvor hix father ever did him"" More M”uw
MeNeill lashed the boy with hin tongue for his “cussednes
damn foollshness,"™ Only one point remained in ¢ j wou
the responsibility now pluoud on hix shoulders soblr -
petuousness and cauge him to measure up to the nllm
the hour?

In the light of subsequent events, it can be sald that Captain
Jonse ingham MeNelll acceptod and successfully coped
with the onsibilition thrust upon him,

Ieln In the career of the company, He digplayed gualis
len hip, of excoptional abllity and effectiveness, He not
pired confidence in his own men, but by hig censeless vigls
o wwlift wetion, and audaglous daring, 1t became evident to
the enemy that they had a foeman to reckon with of more than
ardinery skill. His campalgn was one of incessant sotlvity and was
st brilllant as It was brief, The y ng leader had welghed the
responsibllity which had sudd pped on him . . ., and while
the sorrow of bereavement was lutohlnl hig heart, addressed himes
self 1o the situstion with an Inflexible purpose to succeed 100

The Federals were quick to respond to the change in the
command of the Rangers. The old Captain, astute and cunning
s a fox, had long outwitted the Federal commanders. They
had long fretted at their fallure to capture the elusive MeNetll,
and many demotions resulted from their fallure to destroy the
pwnll-. Now the Partisans were under the leadership of a
new and untried leader. Destroy them before they could re-

1- E
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some of thg_ N £
mmm;tu:rhthe elder Mec! ."'_T'i.!_ﬂ was €
- striking force ©

was their spirit. -
reconnoitering sorties. ’ ol

On November 1, 1864, accompanied by Whi
McNeill Rangers attacked the F.ede_ravl .
and Ohio Railroad at Green Spring, __I-I pshire ¢
Virginia. Most of the Federals were captured, t

all their horses and equipment.l®? On the way

Romney had been occupied once more and

force. until the following day. It 'was given

throughout Hampshire and Hardy Counties, or
the Partisans rode through the area creating general'hs
The sight of small bands of Rangers near the polls kept mos
would-be voters away, and gave encouragement to Confeder-
ate sympathizers in the region.

It was well-known that most of the people in the South
Branch Valley, and Moorefield in particular, aided the Rangers
at every opportunity. General Kelley, whose command was 'Ii
kept in a constant state of alarm by the depredations of the
Rangers, determined to destroy the new leader and his fol-
lowers. His first move was the issuance of a proclamation to \
the citizens of the Valley “that if they continue to harbor and ﬁl
feed McNeill's men that the whole Valley will be laid waste
Uke the Shenandoah Valley"'™ A spokesman for the local
Glizenry assured the General that they would cease to give =
#id and comfort to McNeill's men. But this was not the f
e that such assurance had been given. General Kelley's e
$ep was W sond Colonel R, E. Fleming with 150 caw
and ome plece of artillery 0 “capture, destroy, or otk
snihilate MoNeill “ Three miles north of Moorefield,
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vember 27, Fleming found his objective. To his «
Rangers seemed to be waiting fo him. Although ¢
w. mbered h than ﬂﬂy, without a minute’s nt;";d‘:
young Captain ordered a charge in broad daylight a
open field. The rebel yell echoed throughout the area, an
precipitous rush of the Rangers made it appear as if thous, .
were dashing across the field on their chargers. Only a moment

of violent struggle ensued before the Federals were put to rout.

Panic spread through their ranks as they rushed pell-mell
toward New Creek, whence they had come. 4

Eager to press his advantage, Captain McNeill ordered a few
of the Rangers to gather the booty and prisoners, others to
pursue closely the fleeing Federals, while he, with the re-
mainder of the troop, took a short cut in an effort to cut off

»ming's panic-stricken men. They were caught between the

arces when McNeill succeeed in heading them off, and a
igo-han d encounter then took place with pistol butts,
ors, and fists as the principal weapons employed. Seeking

cape in all directions, most of the Federals eventually
ade their way back to New Creek, but not without the loss of
some forty men as prisoners, and an additional six to eight
killed or wounded and left on the field of battle. One piece of
artillery was captured, along with the wagon load of munitions
and supplies, plus an ambulance.1%

That night the Rangers made camp at the southern edge of
Moorefield. Their prisoners were safely locked in the court-
house in the center of town. Early the next morning near day-
break. a detachment of Colonel Fleming’s force, dispatched by
another route in order to attempt a surrounding move against
the Rangers, entered Moorefield. They were not aware of their
Colonel's defeat and rode cockily down the main street. Cap-
tain MeNeill. asleep when they entered town, was warned and
quickly prepared for the coming battle. A headlong charge of




rv was painful, but not: B
3;: :nng:ue: by.:c?me as an omen of bld
plan a raid on Cumberland, Marﬁandn
Union generals stationed there. I-Iis
well been a blessing in disguise, for 11;.-,
raid in minute detail.
865 began, it was becomin;
that the Confederate bid for victory was
But the tough Rangers of the South Branch V
jess of this fact, and continued their career of d

In the latter phases of the war, the Rangers accepte
would join their troop; overlooking the fact that sor
regular Confederate Army men. Captain John Hanson
had previously engaged in the same practice, only to
down upon himself the wrath of the higher echelons it
Confederate Army, in the form of a court-martial. Ca
Jesse McNeill's recruiting activity attained such proportions
that it prompted General Early to ask for the revocation of the
charter of the McNeill Partisan Ranger organization.® An-
osther source of conflict between General Early and CaptainMc-
Neill was the refusal of the Rangers to serve under Major
Gilmer, another Confederate guerrilla leader. whom m
had sent to take command.M® In early February, 1865, Major
Gilmer was captured by the Federals and attested to the fact
that MeNeill's men mutinied against him, and he was forced ‘“]
0 srrest one of the leaders. The name of the leader is unknown,
bt it Is nevertheless surmised that it was Jesse McNeill.

General Early had the issue taken before the Secretary of
War, who on February 18, 1865, revoked the charter of th |
MeNeill Rangers ' From this time on, any n ng
the Vederal commanders against the .
Nelll Rangers would be justified, especially if b
e weed. Thus the legal basls for fighting was

FEmTgae

As the year 1
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so the spirit for the cause they fought for. The Rangers W
gled on and were soon to receive wide acclaim and the grati-
tude of the once hostile General Early. o

Even as governmental authority was revoking their cha.rter,_ y
the Rangers once again attacked Romney and captured it on
February 7, after a brief encounter with Federal cavalry.!1?

The amazing seizure of Generals George Crook and Benjamin
Kelley from their hotel in Cumberland, Maryland, on the night
of February 21, was to be the next and culminating achieve-
ment of the McNeill Rangers. This remarkable episode will be
discussed in detail in the following chapter.

The war was rapidly drawing to a close and the Partisans
were to take part in but one further engagement after their
brilliant coupsat Cumberland. This occurred on March 30, and
followed ti usual pattern of warfare. For the last time they
disrupted Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The Rangers, but
forty Strong, emerged from a gorge about three miles east of
Patterson’s Creek, Hampshire County, and captured a small
party of railroad repairmen. These men were then forced to
tear up considerable track. The westbound passenger train
arrived on time at 7:00 p. m. and was wrecked, with the engine
and two cars crashing into the mountainside. Only a few shots
were fired, and the passengers were forced to give over all
weapons and valuables. Two Federal captains and two lieu-
tenants, passengers aboard the train, were carried off. The mail
was opened, part of the contents taken, and the train was
burned, all within twenty minutes.!’® Hastily, the Rangers de-
parted from the scene with Federal cavalry from New Creek,
Patterson’s Creck, and Green Spring hot on their trail. Once
again, however, the Partisans made good their escape into the
ranitilaine p.

Vil

Action at Cumberland
By the beginning of the year 1865, it was evident that




West Vinginia HISTORY
Partisans on Curmberland, Maryland, on February 22,

This coup, planned some two years before, had some of the
essentials of a comic-opera kidnapping. Captain Jesse McNeill
had many times heard his father joke about a raid he was
going to make into Cumberland in order to capture twc eral
generals. The prospective victims were Genel
Kelley and General George Crook. Why
Hanson McNeill desire to capture these g
tesy shown his wife in 1862 appea rs to

diate cause of his project. Mrs. MeNei
refused a passport by General K
Kelley had not only refused her :
her arrested and sent back to Ohio. 11c
sent by a Confederate official in her behalf:

snrzlbulnvewcnnrﬁr
daughter, and son of four years of a
year with their relations at Chillic t
Oskland, on the Baltimore and Ohio
and sent to Camp Chase. They left e for t
paying a visit to Hardy County, Virg

=

With the aid of a friend Mrs S -

McNdll weaned and finallyv
w h u‘k w her hmd" 10, |-_--,. : '_~ -I‘ _\- ’.-I-_..-_‘-h
Seld '™ When Captain McNeill heard of this inck
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John B. Fay, a native of Cumberland who knew every house
and street, was designated as scout. He chose as his companion,
C. Ritchie Hallar, a young Missourian.!'® They entered the city
in early February and brought back all the information desired.
A date was tentatively set for the raid.

To double-check on details, Fay and Hallar re-entered Cum-
berland a few days before the Rangers starl;ed to move through




ol West Virainia HISTORY

‘Winchester, Virginia, and a considerable force of Federal troops
was entrenched at New Creek, now Keyser. Both Winchester
and New Creek were nearer Moorefield than Cumberland, In
view of this fact, the prospect of being cut off, even if the kid-
napping project proved successful was a likely one.

Twenty rugged miles lay between the destination and Her

riott’s. The sky was now clear, but in many places
was banked in formidable drifts. The e
each member of the company was dress
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ady's Mills.125 The partisans unani-
r they held that a force of infantry-
compared with two
hazard the New

road station at near-by Br
mously rejected this idea, fo
men was a prize of little consequence as
Major Generals. It was finally decided to

Creek road.

The men fully realized the seriousness of the task before
them: lacking the countersign they must overpower and silence
the Union pickets, or if an alarm was set off and the Union
cavalry aroused the Rangers would have no chance to escape.

Captain McNeill and Sergeant Joseph Vandiver took the lead
on the New Creek road. They were followed by Joseph W.
Kuykendall and John B. Fay, as the advance guard, the re-
mainder of the troop under Lieutenant Isaac Welt
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toned separately. Without further ado, Captain McNeijy placed
the muzzle of his pistol between the eyes of one of them and
prepared to pull the trigger. The men stood as if petrified. A
suggestion that he be hanged and the countersign choked out
of him brought a halter swift around his neck. With a rapidity
that surprised all, the vidette gave the desired answer. “Bull’s
Gap is the countersign.”'?

The three captives were then mounted on their horses, which
were near by, and taken into Cumberland and out again. One
of these men was released on the exit from the city to tell the

pertinent facts on the capture of Crook and Kelley, to the
Federals.

The next picket postwasfujly mikgw and fort :

B
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Joseph L. Vandiver was to mvide the Revere House and cap-
ture General Crook, 1%

In an ironical vein, one of the men detailed to ca‘apture
General Crook was Jacob Gassmen, a former clerk in the
Revere House. Furthermore, his uncle then owned the build-
ing. Sergeant Charles James Daily, also assigned to Crook’s
capture, was the son of the hotel proprietor at that time, and
whose sister, Mary, afterwards became Mrs. Crook!129

Fay was delegated to cut the telegraph lines with a few
assistants, Without losing anymore time, the troop was urged
on by Captain McNeill. '

Cumberland was entered with only one shot fired so fa e
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= 'mm delay they entered that room which wgg assu
~ be the General's. It proved to be that of the adjutant gen ‘Sr:f
Major Melvin, He was asked where General Ke elley was ang

responded nervously that he was in the adjoining room and
that the door at his side was the one to enter,

General Kelley, a sound sleeper, had to be awakened ang his
surprise was complete. He was told he was a priaoner and
requested to make his toilet as speedily as possible,
performing his forced task, General Kelley inquired as to whom
he was surrendering. Kuykendall replied |
Neill, by order of General Rosser.”130
cooperated to the fullest extmt"'
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ed the sidewalk, a clerk from the hotel
w many Confederates they had cap-
tured. Before he finished speaking, he realized his mmtake
John Taylor grabbed his hat off his head; John Cmgham
ran through his pockets; while W. H. Maloney caught him by
the back and jerked his overcoal over his head. Then he was

Jeft motionless and dumbfounded.}®

While the hotel kidnappings were transpiring, Fay and
Hallar went to the telegraph office ajoining the Revere House
and proceeded to put that instrument out of order. The oper-
ator, A. T. Brennaman, was asleep when they entered and did
not awaken until they pulled a table out from under his out-
sireiched feet. The destruction done by Fay and Hallar was
not complete, however, and in a short time after they left, the

apparatus was repaired.!®

When the group reach
rushed out and asked ho
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A gallop was then ordered and no one else was sighted until
the column was a mile from the city, on the road to Wiley’s
Ford. At the canal bridge pickets were in evidence. Vandiver
was leading the group and not slowing down on the approach
of the picket post, one of the videttes were heard to say,
“Sergeant, shall I fire?"'% Vandiver, in an angry voice, shouted,
“If vou do, I will place you under arrest. This is General
Crook’s bodyguard, and we have no time to waste. The rebels
are coming, and we are going out to meet them.”% This ruse
completely baffled the pickets and the Rangers passed under
the bridge and hastily crossed the Potomac River.

This post was the Federal’s outmost guard. As the column
proceeded at a gallop on Virginia soil once more, daylight was
upon them. When they reached a point four or le
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were going. He called to W. H. Maloney and asked him to try
to obtain a saddle. Being a congenial fellow and wishing to
make the prize of the expedition as comfortable as possible,
Maloney rode ahead in an effort to carry out General Crook’s
wishes. The first house sighted was that of Jacob Kyle, and
after threatening to burn the house, secured a saddle, and
General Crook no longer was forced to ride bareback.138

The coldness of the day kept the horses as nimble as could be
expected under the conditions. Romney was passed through
with the captured headquarters flag flying. The mixture of
blue and gray coats confused the citizens as to whether this
was a Yankee or Confederate force.

Upon leaving Romney, the old Trough Hollow road was
taken.™ This was an ancient road in little use and running
parallel with the South Branch of the Potomac. It was on this
road that the pursuing cavalry from Cumberland were sighted
and the only casualties resulted.

Two miles south of Romney, Joseph Sherrard and John
MhﬂnoppadatthehrmhmofWﬂhamB.smﬂj
The Rangers moving on, saw the Federals approachin gx
&MMM&MN m-w
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~ them quickly now, or, not at all. Some of the Rl}ngers were

~ undoubtedly beaming for a fight with the opposing cavalry. |
The New Creek road came into view ant% to the astonishment |
of many, a strong cavalry force was sighted riding at full
gallop. At this point the New Creek road was but a mile from
the one the Rangers were traversing. Only the South Branch
of the Potomac, running parallel between the two roads, kept
the pursued and pursuers from having a full scale battle.!4! It
was easily ascertained that the blue clad cavalry was the 22nd
Pennsylvania regiment, commanded by Colonel Greenfield.
This force known as the Ringgold cavalry was from New Creek
station and equipped with fresh horses.142

The objective of Captain McNeill was to reach Moorefield
and pass through it with the pomp and ceremony that behoove

a conqueror after winning a major victory. The
friends and loved ones of the successful k
every man’s mind. On the other hanc
i ) e _
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An interesting sidelight on the race along the riv:er was the
remark made by General Crook when Captain McNeill ordered
the troop into the woods. As General Crook looked back a!: the
strong force of Federals less than a mile away, he exclaimed
sadly, “Oh! So near and yet so far,”14b

The McNeill Rangers within a twenty-four hour period had
ridden over ninety miles. All the distance had been fraught
with danger and had been covered at a strenuous pace for
both men and horses. Mountains, hills, and rivers had been
crossed. Snow and intense cold seldom relented its hold. Food
had been scarce, and last, but far from least, the burden of the
prisoners was always present.

Early the next morning, the forced march was resumed by
the two Generals under the charge of Lieutenant I. S. Welton,
Rasion C. Davis, and others in charge of the prisoners.146

Captain McNeill and the majority of the Rangers remained
in seclusion for some time.

The prisoners under Lieutenant Welton were taken to Har-
risonburg, Virginia, and from there to the headquarters of 2
General Early, where they were treated with bountiful food
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as who did it, how it was accomplished, and whether or not the
generals would be recaptured. The rebels were being roundly
‘traduced when suddenly a loud voiced speaker exclaimed,
“Gentlemen it’s the Jumboest joke of the war!”1% The crowd
broke loose in a burst of laughter, and filed into the dining room

for breakfast.

It is related that General Kelley was subjected to unmerciful
bantering during the escape through the picket line. This is
portrayed by the following:

After re-crossing the North Branch into Mineral County terri-
tory, the group was challenged by a Union soldier. With lofty
disregard for truth, MeNeill replied, “Company B, Third Ohio
Cavalry.” Disregarding his instructions to require a countersign,
the sentry asked, “What's up!” McNeill’s response was a classic:
“Oh, old Granny Kelley had a nightmare that the Rebs are about
to come down on him. He is sending us out in this bitter weather
to scout this side of the river. I sometimes wish MM' aitch
him. Don’t you think he is a regular old granny wh
there are a few Johnnies nbouﬂ" :Eoth )
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The number of Federal troops that were stationed in Cum-
berland the night of the raid has not been ascertained. To
arrive at a definite figure would be practically impossible since
the Federals tried to minimize the event, and the Confederates
attempted to magnify its significance. Regardless of the num-
ber, the fact that sixty-three men could go among at least sev-
eral thousand and kidnap two generals, one of them the post
commander, was a fact of astounding magnitude.

An examination of the most reliable estimates follows. John
Fay in Maxwell and Swisher, History of Hampshire County,
states that there were from 6,000 to 8,000 troops in the city.1%2
W. H. Loudermilk in his History of Cumberland also estimates
the number at 6,000 to 8,000.153 W. D. Vandiver in the Missouri
Historical Review concludes that there were 7,000; and Dr.
J. W. Duffey, in his booklet Two Generals Kidnapped, agrees
with Vandiver!™ An article in the Cumberland Evening
Times, of June 4, 1925, places the number at 7,000 to 9,000.15%
The J. C. Saunders Manuscripts give the figure at “close to
10,000.”'% Major General P. H. Sheridan of the Union
reporied to General Grant that 3,500 to 4,000 men were

We thus have extr
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headquarters flags, witt
Department, two privates, and the &,
:.m a gun, though a considerable force is stationed in the vicinity.
Lieutenant McNeill and party deserve much credit for this bold
exploit, Their prisoners will reach Staunton today.158

The communique of the frantic Federal officers are of special
interest and may be found in Appendix A.

Today in Cumberland, Maryland, one may walk down Balti-
more Street to the Winsor Hotel, formerly the Barnum House,
and read the following inscription on the outside of the
building:

Capture of Generals B. F. Kelley and George Crook
Nights of February 21-22, 1865

A company of Confederates, young men from Cumberland, Mary-
land, Hampshire and Hardy Counties, West Virginia, captured sev-
eral picket posts, obtained the countersign, “Bull’s Gap,” rode into
the city, captured the two Commanding Union Generals, Kelley
and Crook, and Adjutant General Thayer Melvin, and sent them to .
Richmond, Virginia, as prisoners of war without firing a shot. J

General Kelley and Melvin were taken from this
the Barnum House. '

General Lew Wallace was st =

President of the
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with you boys, 1 have got to 80 into Washington and carry Abe

lllneo]n out."lﬂl :
ia in his book, The Civil War,

vern ‘Ferrall of Virgini
x his :ﬁ?ctions on the raid. “It was as bold and successtﬂ
fchievement as any during the wat, and t.iese’zgzes a place In
every book which treats of that stormy period.

General John B. Gordon, in his Reminiscences of the Civil
War, calls the capture of Crook and Kelley, “one of the most

thrilling incidents of the entire war. 163

In the History of the Laurel Brigade, by Captain William N.
McDonald, it is stated: “The capture of two distinguished
Federal Generals—Crook and Kelley . . . was an event that ex-
cited the North with astonishment at the audacity, and the
South with admiration for its boldness and exultation over its
success.”164

IX
Epilogue: Setting of the Sun

With the surrender of Lee and his army at Appomr
?pril &ib}a%, the Civil War was essentially ove:

esse eill and his Partisan Ranger etR
short period ! This was rejectes
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The majority of the McNeill Partisan Rarlz\gers ;net & °‘f§.‘,’p arig
of Federals a mile west of Romney on Vay &, 1865.1% The

remained on one side of the South Branch River and
the main body of Federals on the other. Two or three officers
and a half dozen men crossed the river and came face to face
with Captain McNeill and his men. No unnecessary ceremony
followed. The Rangers threw down their arms and were pa-
roled.188 The Federal officer in charge then ol?served that the
implements of war before him were museum pIeces at best and
not the excellent captured Federal rifles that most of the
Rangers were known to possess. “A competent Judge who saw
the arms piled on the ground declared they were not worth ten
dollars a ton.”1%® The Federal accepted them with reluctance.

A controversy that could have had disastrous results then
followed. The terms of surrender between General Lee and
General Grant had allowed the Confederates to keep their
horses, but required them to surrender their arms and equip-
ment. Almost every Ranger had captured his equipment on the
field of battle. This included everything from new Feder
saddles to Federal blankets. The Rangers
equipment spoils of war and ste
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Some thirty years after the war, the surviving Partisans
extended an invitation to their former bitter enemies, the 22nd
Pennsylvania regiment known as the famous Ringgold cavalry,
to attend a friendly reunion. The remaining veterans of the
22nd Pennsylvania accepted the summons of their ancient foe,
and the resulting reunion was marked by much revelry and
evocation of legendary exploits. A tremendous quantity of
food was consumed and vast amounts of mountain wine and
whiskey were imbibed. The former McNeill Partisans Rangers
were truly congenial hosts.

Tributes were paid to fallen heroes by all present in the two-
day reunion, and many shamelessly shed tears. The founder of
the McNeill Rangers of the extinct Confederate States of Amer-
ica was eulogized in an atmosphere of almost sacred revere
“A most touching tribute to Captain John Hanson McNeill s
pronounced at the foot of the monument which marks his g
by the Federal Colonel who had once been his prisone
ished s feeing of ove and admiration or
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APPENDIX A

Official Federal Reports on the Capture of General Crook
and General Kelley

Winchester, Va., February 21, 1865—9:45 am,

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Chief of Staff:

A party of from fifty to sixty rebel cavalry S{urprised General Crook’s
pickets at Cumberland at 3 o’clock this morning, entered the city and
captured Generals Crook and Kelley, and carried them off. I ordered
the cavalry at New Creek to Moorefield, and sent from here to same
place, via Wardensville, but have but little hope of recapture, as the
party is going very rapidly. I think the party belongs to McNeill's
band.

P. H. Sheridan,
Major-General

Cumberland, Md., February 21, 1865—6 a.m.
Major-General Sheridan,
Winchester, Va.:

The party that surprised and captured the pickets, and carried off
Major-Generals Crook and Kelley and others, seem to have been about
100 picked men from Rosser’s command. They remained only about ten
minutes. Except capturing a few horses they have done




them, if possible.
imm from this division to intercept
:;“:n ;00 of ;f::.::;at mounted men get ready at 0::!! b;vif mm dayl'm
rotians and one of forage. 1 would B WO O ey rane than
different regiments. Do no y |
mth:lor to accompany the expedition, as Lieutenant C;elt;ndzmwmm
will go in command. Have the men rendezvous at your A

Very respectfully, &c.,

G. A. Custer,
Brevet Major-General, Commanding,

Cumberland, Md., February 21, 1865.

Major-General Sheridan,
Winchester, Va.;

The New Creek cavalry has been ordered to Moorefield. Couriers
have gone after them, and with orders not to spare horse-flesh. From
all information there were not more than 100, perhaps not more than
50. They are riding very fast.

Robt. P. Kennedy,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-G
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Cumberiand, Md. Febwusry 2], 1943,
i mdtern. SO,
New Creel. Va
S sonrtene afer Major Trosel wilh orders o push forwesd wiay
W Bawte e Mosweteld Me may be able 1o compel the rebels o take
B Wivnasville ol andd a foree Nas POne froen 'm n ".
pemseilie. el s mah force as possible after them. The
of ety w eave hete for New Crowk wilhin an m h1 “
ey ) geene s el M;;-:_-e Toael o Mode DN B w 23 2 “ -

LU L i R P
notd. P Km
by .
. i
Maior and Amistant! Adjutant-Genersl.

B, Bdwor M Sleston,

Repetary of War g




APPENDIX B*
Official Federal Report on the Surrender of the

His Excellency A. 1. Boreman,
Governor of West Virginia:
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APPENDIX C*
Complete Roster of the McNeill Rangers

John Hanson McNeill, Captain
Jesse Cunningham McNeill, Captain

Boggs, Augustus, Lieutenant Vandiver, Joseph, Lieutenant
Dolan, Bernard, Lieutenant Welton, Isaac S., Lieutenant

Dailey, Charles, Sergeant Judy, Isaac, Sergeant

Hopkins, David, Sergeant Miles, William, Sergeant
Little, George, Sergeant Taylor, Harrison, Sergeant
Acker, John Clutter Jeff

Alexander, M. S. Cannon, Jack

Allen, Green M. Congar, David

Allen, J. Herman Connally, Jack

Allen, L. Cooper, dJ.

Albright, James Coleman, Jack qr
Armentrout, Sol Cokeley, John
AMp wnlhm N.
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Harness, George S,
Harness, W, W,
Hack, Andrew
Harper, John
Harbaugh, Adam
Harvey, John L.
Halterman, John
Hess, James K.
Heavener, Jesse
Hallar, C. Ritchie
Hill, Ervin C,
High, John W,
Hopkins, William
Houck, J. William
Houseworth, John
Hoard, Hiram
Hutton, John
Hoye, William D.
Hunter, W,

Maupin, A. Lincoln
Michael, Isaac
Miller, Simon
Miller, Rader
Miller, Charles F.
Miller, James
Mills, Reuben
Mitchell, James
Mountz, John D,
Moore, Samuel
McQuade, John

Neville, Thomtﬂn_l L |
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Triplett, Joseph 1.
Triplett, John E.
Truehart, Henry M,

vallandigham, James L.
vandiver, George V.
van Pelt, John

Watkins, Charles W.

Westmoreland, M.

Welsh, James

White, Charles W.

Wotring, Benjamin F.

Whitmer, John

Williamson, John B.
B, D% e :— o ey T




